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• ISAC International Congress (now CYTO) was already a well 
established international scientific meeting, but regional meetings 
in USA were just being established (GLIFCA 1992, NY/NJ 1994)

• 1990--Small brown-bag lunch meetings were happening between 
staff of DFCI Core (Peter Lopez), MIT Core (Stuart Conner, Glenn 
Paradis), Tufts (Jean Herrman) to network and  “compare notes” 
among local cytometrists

• Very little Internet connectivity, people didn’t really use personal 
computers in the workplace, only a handful of cytometry-related 
websites. Purdue email listserve in 1989, archived emails 1992

Setting the Stage--early ‘90’s







Decided to get a regional meeting 
organized—Boston User Group
• First meeting organized by Peter Lopez along the lines of topics 

discussed at the original brown bag lunch group
• Invite sent to local customers of BD and BC, and advertised on Purdue
• On-site help with registration from DFCI core staff 
• No vendor exhibit area for the first meeting
• Organizational meeting was held at the end of the first BUG meeting 

to form a steering committee



Interest in broadening the audience of the tri-
institute lunch meetings
• Wanted to include other academic labs in the area
• Biotech presence was growing– Biogen, Genzyme, Genetics Institute









BUG– First meeting
January 24, 1995
Longwood Galleria Conference Center

• Howard Shapiro, MD,  Howard Shapiro, MD, PC  "Flow Cytometry:  What a long, strange drip 
it’s been”

• Keith Kelley, Miles Research Center "An introduction to digital image analysis”
• Peter Lopez, Dana Farber Cancer Institute"Networks, the Internet and their utilization in 

cytometry"
• Eric Martz, PhD,  UMASS Amherst "Free software for PC's: WinMDI and MFI. Decentralization 

of analysis”
• Elizabeth Simons, PhD,  Boston University "Use of flow cytometry to evaluate blood cell 

function”
• Frederic Preffer, PhD,  Mass General Hospital "Multicolor immunofluorescence in clinical 

hematology/oncology" 





What’s the point of regional meetings?
• Provides a scaled-down taste of the international meetings.
• Typically one-day meetings, which makes it easier for people to 

attend ( no overnight stay ). Also, occurs regionally so minimal travel 
expense.

• Can focus on topics of regional interest, possibly not addressed at 
international meetings. Example NYSTEM, regional CyTOF.

• Local networking (resources, event calendar, mailing list, job board).
• This regional-meeting paradigm is seen in other professional 

organizations. ABRF regional meeting NERLSCD  (North East Research 
Life Science Core Directors ) Nov 7-9, U Mass Amherst



HAPPY 25th Anniversary
NECyto!!! 

Here’s looking forward to the 
next 25 years

…and thank you Laura
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